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CONPIDENTIAL JIDDA 5066 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PPOR, EG, SU, SA 

SUBJECT: THREE POWER SUMMIT IN JIDDA 

1 . THE RECENTLY CONCLUDED MINI-SUMMIT OP SAUDI ARABIA, 
SUDAN AND EGYPT IN JIDDA WAS A DRAMATIC PUBLIC DEMONSTRA- 
TION OP SUPPORT FOR PRESIDENT NUMEIRI RATHER THAN A 
WIDE-RANGING DISCUSSION OP MIDDLE EAST ISSUES AS SUGGESTED 
BY THE COMMUNIQUE. 

2. THE HASTILY-CALLED THREE-DAY MEETING (17- 

19 JULY) ENDED WITH THE SAME ROYAL PANPARE THAT IT 
STARTED. THERE WERE EPPUSIVE DECLARATIONS OP ARAB 
SOLIDARITY AND BROTHERHOOD AND EXPRESSIONS OP CONCERN POR 
THE LIGHTING INLEBANON. 

3. IT IS HIGHLY UNLIKELY, HOWEVER, THAT THESE SUBJECTS 
WERE DISCUSSED IN ANY MEANINGPUL WAY BY THE THREE 
HEADS OP STATE. BILATERAL TALKS BETWEEN EGYPT AND 
SAUDI ARABIA MAY HAVE EXPLORED THE LEBANESE SITUATION 
IN MORE DETAIL. 
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4. THE EMPHASIS WAS DEEINITELY ON THE SUDAN AND THE 
MOST RECENT ABORTIVE COUP. THRE PRESS, BOTH ARABIC AND 
ENGLISH, GAVE UNUSUAL FRONT-PAGE PROMINENCE TO AN 
INTERVIEW WITH NUMEIRI WHO ACCUSED COL. QADHAEI BY 
NAME OF BEING BEHIND THE COUP ATTEMPT. 

5. TRADITIONAL SAUDI HOSPITALITY NORMALLY DICTATES 
AGAINST SUCH PERSONAL ATTACKS WHILE BEING A GUEST 
HERE. HOWEVER, IT ALLOWED THE PRINTING OP SUCH 
PHRASES AS QADHAPI'S "MAD LUST POR POWER" AS BEING 
PART OF THE MOTIVATION POR THE EVENTS IN THE SUDAN. 

6. THE PRESS EMPHASIZED THAT SUDAN OCCUPIED A KEY 
POSITION IN THE RED SEA AND POINTED OUT THE 
DANGERS TO SAUDI ARABIA OP HAVING AN UNPRIENDLY OR 
HOSTILE GOVERNMENT IN KHARTOUM. 
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